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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
What a fantastic start to the year we have had. The children have come back to school with such 
positivity and enthusiasm ready to embrace all that life at St Mark’s has to offer. 
 
Welcome 
To all of our Reception children and their families and to Mrs Soane (our Year 5/6 teacher), thank 
you for joining the St Mark’s school family. 
 
T-Set 
Thank you with your patience with Tea Set.  I am sure you are all aware that a new allergy law was 
put in place from September 1st 2026 called Benedict Law.  The PTA have been working very hard to 
ensure that Tea Set meets all of the requirements of the new laws.  Thank you to the PTA for their 
hard work on this. 
 
Communication 
As you will have seen, we have changed how and when we send home letters and reminders.  
Please look out for the weekly reminder email on a Friday and we will endeavour to send other 
letters/messages home on a Thursday.  Please ensure you read reminders and letters so that you 
know what is going on in school. 
 
Prospective Parents 
If you know any families with children in Nursery (who will be turning 5 from September 2027-
August 2028) please encourage them to contact the school office to book onto one of our school 
tours for the September 2027 intake. 
 
Parking, drop offs/pick ups and roads surrounding St Mark’s 
It has come to my attention that some parents have been parking/dropping off on the zig-zags 
outside the school and that a car has been reported to us for driving too fast along the pavement 
past pedestrians.  Please ensure that you park and drive safely and legally when at drop off and 
pick up to ensure the safety of all of our children.  Thank you for your cooperation with this.   
 
We are in contact with Hampshire County Council to explore what support they can offer to ensure 
that all of the roads are as safe as possible for pedestrians. 
 
We hope you enjoy reading what we have already been learning this term at St Mark’s and what 
plans and activities we have for the year ahead. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Rachel Jones 

St Mark’s News 



Class Updates 

Diamond Class has had a great start to the new 
academic year. Over the past fortnight, the class has 
shown great enthusiasm across the curriculum. Inspired 
by Baboon on the Moon, the children have been 
developing their narrative writing, carefully crafting stories 
that engage their readers and bring characters to life. 
Meanwhile, in maths, they have been building confidence 
with place value, working with numbers up to 10,000,000 
and developing their reasoning and problem-solving 
skills. 
Stepping back in time, our historians have been exploring 
the fascinating world of the Vikings and the impact they 
had on Britain, with the lesson delivered by a famous 
Viking king, Gorm the Old. In Science, the classroom was 
transformed into a gold prospector workshop as the 
children investigated mixtures and used sieves to 
separate materials.  

 
 

           

To begin this year, Sapphire Class have been learning 
about place value in maths - adding and subtracting from 
numbers up to 10, 000.  
In history and English we have focused on the Stone, 
Bronze and Iron Ages. Here we played a trading game, 
swapping items that would have been vital to prehistoric 
civilisations.  
Sapphire class have loved reading Stone Age Boy, creating 
their ownstory maps and infering what the characters are 
thinking and feeling. 

 
Emerald class have had an exciting start to their new 
project “Flying Hero” with a wonderful visit to the FAST 
museum. The children saw the replica of Samuel Cody’s 
first aeroplane, explored the museum and even sat in the 
cockpit of a helicopter! We also had a paper aeroplane 
flying competition. Back at school we have been 
discovering more about Samuel Cody, early flight and 
how it has changed. 

 

 

Ruby class have been  learning all about themselves and 
how they have grown since they were a baby.  
 They matched the baby photo to the child, talked about 
being in nursery and explored each other's favourite 
books.   Ruby class have started their time at St Mark’s 
very positively and it is lovely to see their smiley faces 
coming into school each day. 

 

 
Walktober is a challenge held each October to celebrate International 
Walk to School Month. School communities are encouraged to get 
moving by walking, wheeling and choosing other active and sustainable 
ways to travel throughout the month. 



 

Vision Update 

As of September 2025 our school vision is: 

Living and Learning together- Building Firm Foundations 

Our vision is for all children to develop a lifelong love of learning and sense of belonging, within a 
welcoming, nurturing and inclusive Christian community. All children have the opportunity to become free 
thinking, responsible citizens, whilst understanding and appreciating the wonder of our world. Children 
leave St Mark’s with the confidence to live fulfilling lives, based on the teachings and example of Jesus.                    
Matthew 7:24-27                                    

                                                    

Children will be selected in Celebration Worship on Friday as ‘Builder of the week’ where they have shown 
dedication to improving in one of the CIRCLE values.   

 

Attendance 

 

Last year (2025-26) our whole school attendance was 95.8% which is 
significantly above the national figure of 94.7%.  We are sure that we can aim 
as close to 100% as possible this year. 

Thank you for supporting us by making the attendance and punctuality of your child at school a 
priority. 

Reminders about Penalty Notices: 

The Education (Pupil Registration)(England)(Amendment) Regulations 2013, state that Head teachers may 
not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. The Head 
teacher is required to determine the number of school days a child can be away from school if leave is 
granted. 

Where a child is taken out of school for 10 sessions (1 session is a morning or afternoon) or more, within a 10 
week period, and the ‘leave of absence’ is without the authority of Mrs Wright, each parent is liable to receive 
a penalty notice for each child who is absent. This also includes children being late to school on 10 or more 
occasions after registers close at 9am, without good reason. 

Further information can be found at: Attendance guidance for parents | Hampshire County Council 
(hants.gov.uk) 

 

Congratulations… 

…to Mary in Year 5 for earning a place in the National Children’s Orchestra.  

Congratulations Mary- we are so proud of you. 

   

https://hccla850sch3501.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SENPLC/IQDjOngYL0LYRJ705SF8gL5lAS7qiSuTAdWDDo2MmaEAZec
https://hccla850sch3501.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SENPLC/IQDjOngYL0LYRJ705SF8gL5lAS7qiSuTAdWDDo2MmaEAZec
https://hccla850sch3501.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SENPLC/IQDjOngYL0LYRJ705SF8gL5lAS7qiSuTAdWDDo2MmaEAZec
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/behaviour-attendance-parents
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/behaviour-attendance-parents


 

Resilience and Independence 

 

 

We can’t wait to see how much the children at St Mark’s are 
going to grow in resilience, confidence and independence this 
year. 

At the end of this newsletter there is a National College Guide to 
support parents to build emotional resilience in their children. 

Thank you! 

A massive thank you to the PTA for organising the school grounds tidy up on 
September 1st before the children returned to the school. It was lovely to see many 
parents and children helping make the school grounds look beautiful and tidy.   

A thank you from the school to Wickes and B&Q for donating plants, top soil and 
slate and to Mrs and Mr Patsalides for sourcing the plants, soil, slate and for 
organising the event (and carrying lots of heavy bags).  Please enjoy the photos on the 
following page. 

If you are a keen gardener and would like to volunteer to help keep the grounds 
looking beautiful please let the school office know, as any support with this would be 
gratefully received. 
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Thank you also to the PTA for purchasing more play equipment for break and 
lunchtimes. The children are already enjoying using the new: 

• Stepping stones 
• Skipping ropes and equipment 
• Ribbons and sashes and more… 

And we can’t wait until the Pickleball resources arrive.  Thank you for helping us to 
make play times even more fun at St Mark’s. 

Playground markings 

The children have been thoroughly enjoying the playground markings which were installed on both 
the High Street and Queen’s Road playgrounds over the holidays.   

 

 



 

Online Safety 

At the end of this newsletter there is a National College guide for parents and carers about: 

 
With tips about: 

• Promoting safe game choices 
• Rest breaks 
• Setting a budget… and much more 

 

Dates for diaries 

Date Event 
Monday 28th September  PTA event after school 3.30-4.30pm 
Tuesday 29th September Reception Parents Meetings 
Wednesday 30th September 6pm-7pm PTA meeting on Teams 
Wednesday 7th October 2.30pm* Harvest Festival Service at St Mark’s Church 
Friday 9th October at 9am School tours for Reception September 2027 
Friday 16th October at 9:30am School tours for Reception September 2027 
20th October 2026 Reception, Year 1&2 visit to Wellington Country Park 
Thursday 22nd October PTA DIsco 
Monday 26th to Friday 30th October 
2026 

Half term 

Monday 2nd – Friday 6th November Year 5 & 6 Swimming (information to follow) 
Tuesday 10th November 3:30-6pm Parents’ Evening & Book Fair 
Wednesday 11th November School Photos 
Wednesday 11th November 4.30-7pm Parents’ Evening & Book Fair 
Friday 13th November  Nurse Clinic in school (9-12) 
Friday 20th November  Children in Need 
Monday 23rd November at 9:30am School tours for Reception September 2027 
Tuesday 24th November at 9am School tours for Reception September 2027 
Thursday 26th & Friday 27th November  School closed- WMAT Well-being Weekend 
Wednesday 9th December 5-6pm Carols around the Christmas Tree (High Street 

Playground) 
Wednesday 16th December 2pm Nativity at St Mark’s Church 
Thursday 17th December  Christmas Lunch 
Friday 18th December 2026 1.30pm Last day of term 

*please note this is a change of time  



 

 



 

 


