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How will
school staff
support my
child?

How will |
know how
my child is
doing and
how will you
help me to
support my

Your child’s class teacher will oversee and plan every child’s work to ensure that progress is made
in every area of the curriculum. We are continually looking at how we can improve the learning
environment for all our children and we appreciate that every child approaches learning
differently. It may be decided that your child needs additional support (sometimes called SEN
Support) to access the curriculum fully or to make the desired rate of progress. This may take
place within the classroom setting or elsewhere in the school. Sometimes this is for a small group
of children and sometimes a child receives individual help from a teacher or Learning Support
Assistant (LSA). This may be for a short period of time to enable them to catch up or if this is not
enough we will develop a longer term plan for them. We try to minimise the amount of time a
child is removed from the classroom. We have a range of published resources to support
classroom learning. Speech and Language resources are obtained from the Southern Health NHS
Speech and Language Therapy Department as required. This additional support is overseen by the
SENCo who will monitor progress and give support to those working with these children. One of
the School’s governors has responsibility for SEN. If your child has a medical condition which might
affect their learning or participation, they will have a Health Care Plan so that staff will know how
to help them. This will be reviewed with you annually.

Learner feedback is part of our established learning culture. This includes working with families to
develop their child’s next steps and what they can do to help/support their child’s learning through
termly meetings. If your child is receiving additional or different support from their peers, they
will usually have an Individual Education Plan which shows the area in which they are receiving
additional help and the steps taken towards their desired outcomes. This is agreed with the
parents. The progress of every child is regularly reviewed by the class teacher against short-term
targets in their intervention and when targets are reached new targets are set. The parents of

e Appointed SEN
Governor

e Provision mapping for
each Year group

e SENCO report to
Governors.

e Provision matched to
children’s needs

e Regular dialogue with
parents

e Access to specialised
services E.G Educational
Psychologist

e Signposting for Family
Information.

e Signposting to other
parental support and
training

e |nvitation to termly
meetings
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child’s
learning?

What
specialist
services and
expertise are
available at
or accessed
by the
school?

every child with a special educational need are invited to a termly meeting to review progress.
This may be as part of the regular parents’ meetings with the class teacher in the Autumn and
Spring terms. Parents will be offered an additional review meeting towards the end of the
summer term. If you have concerns between these times then you can ask for an appointment to
see the class teacher or the SENCo. If your child has an Individual Education Plan, you will be a
given a copy so you can help them achieve their targets. There are lots of ways that every parent
can support their child at home. All children have a reading book which they can share with you.
As they progress through the school they will have spellings and number facts to learn and then
Maths and Literacy homework which they may need help with, and they will appreciate you
showing an interest in what they are doing. All children also have a home learning task twice a
term which is an opportunity for you to help them further.

We have access to the Hampshire Educational Psychology Service and outreach workers from local
special schools, who can assess a child’s needs and offer advice on how to overcome barriers to
learning. We can contact voluntary organisations who can provide advice and training in particular
areas. For children learning English as an Additional Language, we can contact Hampshire EMTAS
who have specialist resources and will provide advice, guidance and training for parents and staff.
We also work with other external agencies to which a child has been referred such as the Mental
Health Support Team, speech and language therapists, occupational therapists, health agencies or
social workers.

e Valuing the contribution
of parents

e Link with outside
agencies and services

e Signpost staff to possible
training opportunities




How will my
child be
included in
activities
outside the
classroom
including
school trips?

We aim to include all children in all aspects of the curriculum. Where necessary we consult with
parents when planning activities outside the classroom, particularly if this may affect the
participation of their child. Risk assessments are completed and checked for every activity outside
the classroom. Where there are concerns of safety and access, further thought and consideration
is put in place to ensure needs are met. Where necessary an additional adult will accompany a
school trip to ensure the safety and participation of children with additional needs.

Risk assessments
completed
Communication of trips
by letter to all parents
Individual consultation
with parents as and
when required.
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How will the
school prepare
my child for
joining the
school and
transferring to
a new school?

If your child is joining us in September in Year R (Reception) the class teacher and a Learning
Support Assistant will usually visit you at home and meet your child at their pre-school if they
attend one. In the summer term we have several opportunities for them to spend time in school
getting to know their new environment. At the start of the first term, they will have a gradual
introduction in the first few weeks.

If your child joins us from another school we would ask you to provide us with as much
information as soon as possible so that we can make the transition smooth for them and provide
them with additional support if required. We encourage them to visit their new class prior to
starting at St Mark’s and, if needed, they can have a gradual induction.

Transition programme
in place for entry to
Year R and exit to Year 7
SENCO meets with
SENCOQO'’s of transition
schools/nurseries to
discuss relevant
information and pass on
details.




e Positive relationships

We encourage you to take your child to visit the school(s) they are applying to so they are involved with feeder settings

in the process. We will attempt to contact the new school to share significant information and will | e Home visits to all new
pass on all relevant records to enable continuity. Year R children

When children leave at the end of year 6 we meet with the key staff at their new school to share e In-house transition
information. Most secondary schools will arrange a series of transition visits during the summer between classes

term for those with SEN to help them familiarise themselves with the new environment and key e Additional transition to
staff. KS3 for vulnerable

children and children
new to the school.

12 | How is the We will inform parents if we identify an area of concern and discuss what we aim to putin place. If |  Termly meetings with
decision parents have a concern then we will decide with them what steps can be taken. We will invite parents to discuss
made about parents to meet with us at least once a term to discuss progress. We use our experience to decide progress and set targets |
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what type
and how
much support
my child will
receive?

How wiill
parents know
if support has
had an
impact?

on a programme of support that aims to meet the identified need. If any approach is not e SENCO facilitates
successful then the support is reconsidered and a different approach is tried. If we need further outside agency support
support or advice then we can consult with the Hampshire Educational Psychologist Team or where appropriate
another outside agency, with the parent’s approval. e CTinitiates IEP for

The SENCO will support your child’s Class Teacher in writing additional targets for your child that children with SEND

specify the targets set for your child to achieve.

We regularly review the children’s progress against their targets from their Individual Education
Plan and give verbal feedback about the progress. We measure whether the child is making
accelerated progress towards National, age-related expectations and that the gap between
themselves and their peers is narrowing. Interventions will be phased out when children have
made sufficient progress, but they will continue to be monitored.

14 Who can | contact for
further information?

In the first instance, parents/carers are encouraged to talk to their child’s class teacher.

Further information and support can be obtained from school’s SENCO, Mrs Sally Williams who can be contacted via the school office
on 01252 544155.

If you are considering our school for your child you should make an appointment with one of our leadership team via the school
office.

Parents can find further advice from Hampshire Council’s Special Educational Needs and Disability Information, Advice and Support
Service which provides impartial and independent information, advice and support to parents of children with special educational
needs (SEN) https://www.hampshiresendiass.co.uk

Independent Parental Special Education Advice (IPSEA)www.ipsea.org.uk

The authority’s Local offer can be found at https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/localoffer.page

Further information on Dyslexia can be found at: www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk www.bdadyslexia.org.uk

Further information on ASD (Autism) can be found at: www.autism.org.uk

Assistants

Acronyms: SENCO - Special Educational Needs Coordinator = HT —Head Teacher =~ DHT — Deputy Head Teacher SBM — School Business Manager LA —Local Authority  CT —Class Teacher LSA’s — Learning Support

Year R: Reception class KS1 — Key Stage 1 (children in Years 1 and 2) KS2 — Key Stage 2 — Children in Years 3-6 KS3 - Children in Years 7-9
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